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WHEREAS​,   NC State departments and colleges with graduate programs currently do not 

openly report metrics in an easily accessible manner that reveal in detail the 
specificities of graduate funding; and, 

 
WHEREAS​, Due to the complexity of graduate funding and autonomy given to professors, 

there is often little accountability for the loss or instability of funding; and, 
 
WHEREAS​, Chemical and Engineering News reports a “2014 study conducted by the 

Graduate Assembly of the University of California, Berkeley, found that 47% of 
UC Berkeley Ph.D. students who responded to the survey reached the threshold 
considered to be depressed”​1​; and, 

 
WHEREAS​, Finances are a contributor to chronic graduate student stress​2​ and “60 percent of 

master’s students and 55 percent of doctoral students report feeling stressed about 
their finances,” according to a study by the Council of Graduate Schools and 
TIAA​3​; and, 

 
WHEREAS​, Whilst many issues exist in terms of funding and advisor relationships for 

graduate students, the implementation of a funding transparency program is a 
baseline with which stress from the financial uncertainty of graduate funding may 
be lessened through a realistic understanding of funding prospects. Furthermore, 
such a program could be a medium for self-reflection within NC State colleges 
and departments​4​; now therefore so be it, 

 
RESOLVED​, NC State Student Government recommends the creation of a central website 

where the following metrics will be reported for each graduate program: percent 
of unfunded students, percent of students on assistantships, average total funding 
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for funded students year by year for years one through four, and percent of 
students that are retained in the program in which they were originally 
matriculated. The University of Toronto’s “Understand your Funding” website 
could serve as a model​5​; and be it further, 

 
RESOLVED​, NC State Student Government recommends all college and departments at NC 

State that have funded graduate students be required to report to the 
aforementioned central website; and be it further, 

 
RESOLVED​, Copies of this bill be sent to Chancellor Randy Woodson, Provost Warwick 

Arden, the Deans of every College, and the department head of every graduate 
program at NC State; and be it further, 

 
RESOLVED​, This bill be effective upon enrollment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________                      ______________________________ 
 
Jamie Plummer, Student Senate President                    Paul Nolan, Student Body President  
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