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Introduction
• Black queer (LGBTQ) youth experience disproportionate 

rates of economic insecurity and lack of protection under 
state and federal laws.

• Critical awareness of oppression encourages activism, an 
important mechanism for social change (Watts, Griffith, & 
Abdul-Adil, 1999)

• Black youth with high racial centrality are more aware of 
structural racism and motivated to support racial equity 
(White-Johnson, 2012).

• Given their unique marginalization, it is important to 
understand the role of racial identity in predicting activism 
for Black liberation among Black queer youth.
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RQ1: Does racial centrality and racial ideology predict 
orientation towards activism in and for the Black 
community? 

RQ2: Does racial ideology strengthen or weaken the 
relationship between racial centrality and Black activism 
orientation? 
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Ethnic Breakdown of Participants

• N=142 
• Self-identified Black LGBTQ (ages 14 – 29, Mage = 20.23)
• 69.5% female
• 74% currently enrolled as students
• Highest state representation: Georgia (12%) and Florida 

(11.3%)

• Perceived level of risk associated with Black activism and 
the importance of race to one’s identity both matter to 
Black activism orientation.

• Having an ideological stance that strongly regards the 
uniquely distinct experience of being Black in the US (high 
nationalist) predicted a stronger likelihood to pursue 
unconventional and risky sociopolitical action for Black 
liberation.

• When Black queer youth strongly believe in the 
importance of asserting their Americanness (high 
assimilationist) while also believing that being Black is 
important to the self (high centrality), they are still oriented 
toward high risk activism to support the uplift of the Black 
community. 
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