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Piedmont Village Tradition and Mississippian in North Carolina Key Findings and Interpretations
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the enormous amount of material excavated from
the site, a full report was never published. A few
works have looked at some of the ceramics’, lith-
ics®, botanical remains and burials’, but the site is : :
Figure 1: View of part of the site during the

poorly understood overall, especially in terms of
1972 excavations.

how it fits into the long-term history of the valley.

Research Objectives and Methodology
This study had several objectives, including:

1. To build a large and detailed database of pottery recovered from archaeological

contexts excavated at Forbush Creek. | combined some previous work with my own
extensive analysis to produce a database including information on the characteristics

of over 15,000 potsherds and at least 259 vessels or diagnostic rim sherds.

2. To understand the occupation history of the site. When does it date to? | combined non

metric multidimensional pottery seriation, radiocarbon dating, and manual feature

assemblage analysis to infer site chronology.

Figure 2: Map of the Upper Yadkin River Valley and surrounding areas with major archaeological

sites, cultures, and phases.

Results

Figure 3: Radiocarbon Dates from Forbush Creek
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Figure 5: Examples of diagnostic rim
sherds.

6. The unique political ecology of the Upper Yadkin River Valley combined with the

decentralized and egalitarian sociopolitical organization of the Pee Dee Mississippians

compared to other Mississippian societies further west'* are probably responsible for

the slow pace at which Mississippian practices spread in the Piedmont.

Fa1

. i
3. To understand interaction between Piedmont Village Tradition people and 10| F1g T '

Mississippians at Forbush Creek. For this | focused on the characteristics of ‘E‘ ‘F Figure 7: A typical Great Bend series cooking/ Figure 8: Examples of Great Bend series

“complicated stamped” vessels, which index the movement of Mississippian potters. 2 os| storage jar. ceramics.
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why Mississippian society and culture did not spread throughout the rest of the P Y > > " - Figure 6: Examples of complicated stamped
Late Early sherds. Sigma X| and the North Carolina Archaeological Society provided a combined $1300 in

Piedmont.
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